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The Israeli novelist David Grossman's impassioned account of what he observed on the West Bank

in early 1987â€•not only the misery of the Palestinian refugees and their deep-seated hatred of the

Israelis but also the cost of occupation for both occupier and occupiedâ€•is an intimate and urgent

moral report on one of the great tragedies of our time. The Yellow Wind is essential reading for

anyone who seeks a deeper understanding of Israel today.
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This stellar, seamlessly translated report records the devastation that two decades of Israeli

occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip has wreaked on Palestinians and Israelis alike. On

assignment for an Israeli newsweekly, the 34-year-old Israeli novelist spent seven weeks in the

area, and his is one of the most stirring, refreshing voices of moral conscience to emerge from the

depths of this political imbroglio. Supporters of right-of-center Israeli policy will surely take umbrage

with these timely interviews, but others will marvel at Grossman's deftly intimate penetration of

multilayered issues and personalities. Thus, to his own expressed bafflement, the author discovers

that an elderly and wise, tale-spinning Palestinian refugee reminds him of his grandmother and her

stories about Poland, from which she was expelled. A description of refugees returning to their

Israeli village evokes imagery from the biblical book of Ezekiel; the Arabic apocalyptic tale of the hot

and terrible yellow wind, which seeks out those who have performed cruel, unjust deeds, and its

accompanying yellow dust, becomes a symbol of the suffocating cloud of occupation that hangs



above Israel. Laid bare and damned is the intransigence of both Palestinians who refuse to improve

their lot or negotiate for peace and lawbreaking Jewish settlers of Gush Emunim. Evenhandedly,

Grossman depicts the criminal treatment by Israelis of Palestinian hunger-strikers, the murder of

innocent Jews by Arab terrorists, Israeli and Arab profiteers, an Israeli army, at once brutal and

considerate, that puts an Arab town under curfew but stations soldiers to prevent plundering, and

the prejudices that exist between Israeli and West Bank Arabs. Grossman's rich and eloquent call to

action is aimed at his fellow Israelis who slumber atop a time bomb, unwilling to acknowledge that

their moral and political destinies are intertwined with those of the Palestinians. "The situation is a

mint casting human coins with opposite legends imprinted on their two sides. But the contradicting

legends do not change the fact that between themfreedom fighter or terrorist; ours or theirscan be

found the dark, hidden raw material: a murderer." First serial to the New Yorker; BOMC, QPBC and

Reader's Subscription Book Club alternates. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

â€œA brilliant, searing examination of Israel's occupation of the West Bank...beautiful, passionate

and profoundly disturbing.â€• â€•Chicago Tribuneâ€œThe most honest, soul-searching book yet

written by an Israeli--or, for that matter, by a Palestinian--on an agony that neither of them alone can

bring to an end.â€• â€•Los Angeles Timesâ€œEven the most cautious readers--and even the most

hostile--are bound to learn something about the conflict that they never knew before, something that

illuminates the news and the reality that produces it, something that explains what is and may yet

be, something deep and achingly, damningly, true.â€• â€•The New York Times Book

Reviewâ€œInvaluable. It should be available alongside the road maps at Ben Gurion Airport, for it is

a map of the psychological distances that now separate not only occupier and occupied, but willing

from unwilling conquerors.â€• â€•The Wall Street Journal

David Grossman is one of the three top Israeli novelists. Each tries to resolve the Israeli-Arab

conflict and bring peace. The other two are Amos Oz and A. B. Yehoshua. Grossman wrote his

book to show the agony suffered by both sides. The volume is vivid and disturbing. It made

Grossman one of the leaders of Israel's left. It caused many Israelis to hate him, hatred that

continues today. He still receives threats from fellow Jews. Readers may want to read the excellent

analysis of Grossman and his writings in George Packer's article "The Unconsoled," in the

September 27, 2010 edition of The New Yorker.Grossman visited the west bank and listened to

men and women, Jewish and Arab, students and teachers, old and young, and reported the



bitterness of Israelis and Arabs. He tells how Arabs live, their aspiration, frustrations, bitterness, and

rage. He reveals how Arab students are stopped repeatedly from attending school by Israeli

soldiers. He reports how Israeli judges judge Arabs and how they are afraid to release Arabs who

are obviously innocent lest they appear overly lenient to the Arab people and encourage more

violence. He writes of incidences where Israeli soldiers mistreated Arabs, physically and

psychologically. He gives examples of how the Israeli presence in the west bank is breeding

contempt and hatred.He recalls the statement of Professor Yeshayahu Leibowitz immediately after

the 1967 war. Leibowitz said that it is impossible to be occupiers and remain moral. Grossman

emphasizes that "today the real enemy is not the Palestinian or the Israeli but the extremist and the

fanatic on either side." Yet, these extremists have infected Israelis and Arabs, like a spreading black

plague that is savaging the morality and the future of both people.Grossman describes his meetings

with Arabs at a refugee camp on the west bank, the frustrations of the women, and how the men are

afraid to talk, afraid of Israelis, spies, and fellow Arabs. The women speak of returning to parts of

Israel where their grandparents once lived, land they never saw. Grossman is struck by how the

Arabs remind him by their looks, words, aspirations, and actions of Jews that he knows, as well as

Jews in ancient and near ancient history.He cites a scientific study of the dreams of Israeli and Arab

children. Seventeen percent of the dreams of the Jewish children had meetings with Arabs; thirty

percent of the Arab children dreamed of encounters with Jews. The Jewish children saw the Arabs

in their dreams as criminals. The Arab children dreamed of conflicts and battles with the Israelis.

"(A)mong some thousand dreams of Jewish and Arab children, there is not one which indicates a

longing for peace."He reports on his visit to a Jewish settlement on the west bank. All of the

inhabitants are militants. Some tried to plant bombs and kill Arab leaders, mayors and other

politicians. He met with some fifty inhabitants in a room and asked them over and over again, very

politely, can you tell me how you think the Arabs feel about you settling in the west bank? They

could not answer his question. They refused to consider the feelings of the Arabs. They wanted to

discuss their rights. Even a so-called moderate and well-respected rabbi had strong anti-Arab views.

Grossman encountered other rabbis in other settlements with similar strong destructive anti-Arab

feelings. He tells of psychological studies of the adverse affects of these settlers' attitudes upon

them. They want to be pious. They see themselves as following the dictates of Torah. But they are

destroying themselves and chances for peace. They are demolishing the goal of Torah. They have

set a cancer within their souls.He tells what an old Arab said about a yellow wind "that will soon

come, maybe in his lifetime: the wind will come from the gate of Hell." It will set "the world afire, and

people will seek shelter from its heat in the caves and caverns, but even there those it seeks, those



who have performed cruel and unjust deeds, there, in the cracks in the boulders, it exterminates

them, one by one. After that day, Abu Harb says, the land will be covered with bodies."

I don't know if people are still reading this book, but they should be. It feels like not much has

changed in 30 years except that Israelis (and other Jews) have managed to sweep the moral issues

raised in this book further under the rug. Read this book to be reminded of the realities of

occupation. Regardless of where you stand politically, you should confront this ugliness.

Just as relevant today as it was at the time of the first Intifada. Insightful, balanced and sensitive to

destinies on both sides of this tragedy. One of the most literary 'reportages' I have read, regardless

of subject.If you think Israel's border should lie east of Amman, this book may not be for you. On the

other hand, if you like Amos Oz, you won't regret reading this.

The Yellow Wind is nonfiction. The title refers to what is described in the book as the wind that

comes out of Hell to consume everything in its path. It fits the message of the text. The way the

yellow wind from Hell consumes everything in its path, is just like the way the cycle of violence and

revenge in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. The introduction runs through some things that have

happened after the book was written. Then it goes on to talk about Grossman's meetings with a

group of Israel and Palestinian writers. The book's cover has a picture of a man with angry look on

his face with one of his fists raised slightly, as if to strike out at the object of his focus. The fist is set

apart from the rest of the picture by black lines. I think it's symbolic of the cultures' focus on their

hatred for enemies, that the Israeli/Palestinian conflict has turned the people to thoughts of revenge.

The book doesn't really have proper characters. It has characters, but none other than the author

really come up more than once. The characters affect the story by living out the cycle of revenge

and hate because the reader is meant to see the need to bring it to an end. I think a lot of the

characters are easy to empathize with because no one is indifferent to being oppressed and

injustice generally offends the moral sensibilities of readers.Fear, hatred, and the power struggle

between the Israelis and Palestinians are big themes in the book. I'd say they help drive home the

point I think the book is trying to make. They are very effective. His style is a little odd. At first the

events seem a little muddled and disjointed. That might have been because I wasn't used to his

style. I think very accessible. Those with strong religious opinions about the things in the book might

not find it so, but I think it works for almost anyone who would decide to read the book.A quote that I

think does a good job of capturing the thought of the book, "And the children listen, and are meant,



it seems, to patch together some sort of philosophy and system of moral values in which one

attempted murder is acceptable and another is not." I think this quote shows that things need to

change because the way they are is unacceptable.The book is set in Israel during 1980's. The

author travels around and talks to people about their lives. I think the text reaches the reader easily

but that's intended because the real purpose lies in the answer that it seeks.A minor theme he did a

good job was the theme of homeland. He brings it up and shows us that both people groups have

very similar values because there are different stories with the different people groups that revolve

around a loss of their h

Great Reading, emotional, you can understand the problem with middle east more clear, great

writing!

exellent

If you just, like me, went to Israel in vacation, or you are planning to go, or you just want to

understand better "the conflict". This book is an open-eye, it gives you a new picture from the

images we get from the television. A sincere and honest picture of the everyday reality of the people

of Palestine.Very well written and easy to read.

For anyone who goes to Israel or who is interested in Palestinian-Israeli relations, this book is

essential background even if a lot of time has passed since it was written. It isn't easy to read,

however, not because it is badly written or poorly translated but because of the subject matter. The

history of that part of the world, sadly, is one of conflict and this book explains in some part why it

still is.
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